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Variation  

 + (Plus) 

 - (Minus)  

Sr. No. Growth Grade Standard Grade Staple Micronaire
Gravimetric 

Trash %

Strength / 

GPT
2025-26 2025-26

1 P/H/R ICS-101 Fine Below 22mm 5.0 – 7.0 4% 15 14510 51600 (+400)

2 GUJ ICS-102 Fine 22mm 4.0 – 6.0 15% 20 12373 44000 (+600)

3 M/M(P) ICS-104 Fine 23mm 4.5 - 7.0 4% 22 14735 52400 (+200)

4 P / H / R(U) ICS-105 Fine 27mm 3.5 – 4.9 4% 26 16563 58900 (+800)

5 M/M(P) /SA/TL/GUJ ICS-105 Fine 27mm 3.0 – 3.4 4% 25 14988 53300 (+500)

6 M/M(P)/SA/TL ICS-105 Fine 27mm 3.5 – 4.9 3.5% 26 16310 58000 (+500)

7 P/ H/R(U) ICS-105 Fine 28mm 3.5 – 4.9 4% 27 17181 61100 (+1000)

8 M/M(P) ICS-105 Fine 28mm 3.7 – 4.9 3.5% 27 17772 63200 (+1000)

9 SA/TL/K ICS-105 Fine 28mm 3.7 – 4.9 3.5% 27 17462 62100 (+1000)

10 GUJ ICS-105 Fine 28mm 3.7 – 4.9 3% 27 17491 62200 (+500)

11 R(L) ICS-105 Fine 28mm 3.7 – 4.9 4.0% 27 17069 60700 (N.C.)

12 R(L) ICS-105 Fine 29mm 3.7 – 4.9 3.5% 28 18025 64100 (+800)

13 M/M(P) ICS-105 Fine 29mm 3.7 – 4.9 3.5% 28 18109 64400 (+400)

14 SA/TL/K ICS-105 Fine 29mm 3.7 – 4.9 3% 28 17856 63500 (+600)

15 GUJ ICS-105 Fine 29mm 3.7 – 4.9 3% 28 18109 64400 (+500)

16 M/M(P) ICS-105 Fine 30mm 3.7 – 4.9 3% 29 18390 65400 (+400)

17 SA/TL/K/O ICS-105 Fine 30mm 3.7 – 4.9 3% 29 18250 64900 (+500)

18 M/M(P) ICS-105 Fine 31mm 3.7 – 4.9 3% 30 N.A. N.A.

19 SA/TL/K/TN/O ICS-105 Fine 31mm 3.7 – 4.9 3% 30 N.A. N.A.

20 SA/TL/K/TN/O ICS-106 Fine 32mm 3.5 – 4.9 3% 31 N.A. N.A.

21 M/M(P) ICS-107 Fine 34mm 2.8 - 3.7 4% 33 23340 83000 (N.C.)

22 K/TN ICS-107 Fine 34mm 2.8 - 3.7 3.5% 34 23480 83500 (N.C.)

23 M/M(P) ICS-107 Fine 35mm 2.8 - 3.7 4% 35 24183 86000 (N.C.)

24 K/TN ICS-107 Fine 35mm 2.8 - 3.7 3.5% 35 24324 86500 (N.C.)

Note:1

2

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

For Northern Zone (P/H/R(U)-Sr. Nos. 4 and 7 are for 70 Rd

For M/M(P)/SA/TL-Sr Nos. 6, 8, 9, and GUJ-Sr No.10 are for 74 Rd

For R(L)-Sr. No. 11 is for 72 Rd and 12 is for 73 Rd

For M/M(P) and K/TN-Sr Nos. 21 to 24 are for 70-72 Rd

Moisture by probe method maximum 9%

Base Grade ‘Fine’ of bulk of the cotton of the staple length range of 29mm to 32mm consists of –

(i) Colour grade 31/3 (ii) RD 75

In Rates acceptable up to a maximum 5.50 Micronaire with proportionate discount @ Rs.150/- per 

point per candy over 4.9 Micronaire

For M/M(P)/SA/TL/GUJ-Sr No. 5 are for 67 Rd

Official spot rates are fixed and registered by CAI on the basis of average price inclusive of spot 

brokerage as per respective State Dharas, and for 15 days credit from the date of passing and cash 

discount @ 15% per annum, except for Northern area (excluding Lower Rajasthan), in which case spot 

rates fixed and registered are for payment terms: 7 days from the date of pressing at Upcountry Spot 

Markets ex-gin, excluding Tax. These rates are for domestic transaction only

Secretary

P/H/R(U) ICS-202 (SG) rate is lower by Rs. 1000/ pc than Sr. no. 4

3 Strength:Grams per tex (HVI Mode) (Prorate basis)  

a) 1 gpt pts lower Rs 500/pc

b) 2 gpt pts lower Rs 1,000/pc

c) 3 gpt pts lower Rs 2,000/pc

d) 4 gpt pts lower Rs 3,000/pc

Staple length : Upper Half Mean Length

Gravimetric Trash Percentage

COTTON  ASSOCIATION OF INDIA
(Regd. Office :  Cotton Exchange Building, 2

nd
 Floor, Cotton Green (E), Mumbai 400 033)

Tel. No. 022-20830685 / 8657442944-48           Email: cai@caionline.in  Website: www.caionline.in

Mumbai, Wednesday 8th July 2026 at 3.00 P.M.

UPCOUNTRY  SPOT  RATES 

Standard Descriptions with Basic Grade & Staple in

Rs.  per Quintal Rs. per CandyMillimetres  based on Upper Half Mean Length

As per CAI By-laws
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ICE Cotton Futures: 07-07-2026 

Cotlook Index: 07-07-2026 

87.30      (1.50) 

ICE cotton rallies further on strong demand prospects, weather worries 
Wed. 8th July 2026 (Source: www.fibre2fashion.com/news) 

Insights 

ICE cotton futures surged 3.82 per cent as stronger demand expectations, adverse US 

weather, and optimism over US-China agricultural trade lifted buying. 

The December contract settled at 81.29 cents per pound, its highest since June 2, with trading 

volume surging. 

Higher crude oil and grain prices also supported cotton, while markets now await USDA 

export sales and CFTC positioning reports. 

http://www.fibre2fashion.com/news
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ICE cotton futures rallied yesterday, 

supported by growing expectations of 

stronger cotton demand. Unfavourable 

weather conditions in key US growing 

regions also lent support to prices, while 

renewed optimism over US agricultural 

exports further boosted market sentiment. 

The most active December 2026 contract 

settled at 81.29 cents up 2.99 cent or 3.82 per 

cent. The contract posted largest daily gain 

in weeks and closed at the highest level since 

June 2. December contract gained 437 points 

in the last two session and 491 points over 

the last six session. July 2026 through October 2028 contracts recorded their fifth higher closes in the 

last six session, with most of the gains occurring during the past two days. 

July, October, and December contracts all finished just 1 point below the daily 300-point limit-up, 

while other nearby contracts gained 98 to 299 points. Only the three most distant delivery months 

declined by 70 points. 

December futures opened slightly weaker, down just 2 points from the previous close, before rallying 

steadily throughout the session. The contract hit its intraday low at the opening and closed at the day's 

high. During the final eight minutes of trading, December futures briefly tested the daily limit-up 

level. 

Trading volume surged to 88,745 contracts, the highest since June 11, when 123,082 contracts traded, 

compared with 36,901 contracts cleared in the previous session, indicating a sharp increase in market 

participation. 

Market analysts said unfavourable weather and improving demand expectations could increase 

buying interest in cotton. The dry conditions in Texas and generally hot weather across key producing 

regions remain major concerns for crop development. 

The latest USDA Crop Progress Report showed 46 per cent of the US cotton crop rated Good-to-

Excellent, down from 48 per cent the previous week and 52 per cent a year earlier, indicating 

continued deterioration in crop conditions. The USDA also reported that 49 per cent of the US cotton 

crop had reached the squaring stage, up from 37 per cent the previous week, and above 47 per cent 

both last year and the five-year average. 

Market participants also pointed to expectations that China may soon purchase US cotton, following 

recent US soybean sales to China and improving sentiment surrounding US-China agricultural trade. 
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Additional optimism came after President Donald Trump invited President Xi Jinping to visit the 

White House later this year during their May meeting, supporting a broader risk-on sentiment across 

agricultural markets. 

CBOT grain markets also traded higher, although gains were smaller than the previous session, 

continuing to provide support to the agricultural commodity complex. 

Crude oil prices rebounded, with NYMEX crude oil futures rising 2.7 per cent, recovering part of the 

previous session's losses as stronger demand expectations and supply concerns supported energy 

markets. Higher crude oil prices also improved cotton's competitiveness relative to polyester fibre. 

Reports that wildfires near Turkey's Ceyhan export terminal could disrupt crude oil shipments also 

contributed to the recovery in oil prices. 

In contrast, US equity markets finished lower, although weakness in stocks had little impact on 

cotton's strong upward momentum. 

Market attention now shifts to this week's CFTC Commitments of Traders (COT) Report and the 

USDA Weekly Export Sales Report, both of which are expected to provide fresh insight into 

speculative positioning and export demand. 

The latest CFTC data showed that, for the week ended June 30, ICE cotton speculators reduced their 

net long position by 3,740 contracts to 54,512 contracts, indicating some profit-taking before the 

recent rally. 

 

This morning (Indian Standard Time), ICE cotton for December 2026 was traded at 80.75 cents per 

pound (down 0.54 cent), cash cotton at 75.71 cents (up 2.99 cent), the July 2026 contract at 76.94 

cents (up 2.99 cent), the October 2026 at 79.71 cents (up 2.99 cent), the March 2027 contract at 80.17 

cents (down 0.51 cent) and the May 2027 contract at 83.01 cents (up 0.46 cent). A few contracts 

remained at their previous closing levels, with no trading recorded so far today. 

 

 

Centre Intensifies Preparedness as El Niño Threat Looms; Weekly Reviews 

Underway 
Wed. 8th July 2026 (Source: www.pib.gov.in) 

 

Monsoon Recovery Brings Relief, Government Steps Up Kharif Readiness 

 

Proactive Planning, Swift Action: Centre Moves to Protect Farmers from Monsoon Uncertainty 

 

Comprehensive Kharif Preparedness Underway with Seed Reserves, Crop Advisory and Insurance 

Support 

 

Government's Multi-Pronged Strategy Aims to Shield Farmers from Monsoon Challenges 

http://www.pib.gov.in/
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Prepared, Proactive and Vigilant: Centre Strengthens Kharif Response Under PM Modi's 

Leadership 

 

Amid uncertainty in the southwest monsoon due to the potential impact of El Niño, the Government 

of India, under the leadership PM Shri Narendra Modi, is addressing the situation with comprehensive 

preparedness, a clear strategy, and strong ground-level action. While challenges remain, the entire 

system has been activated in advance and is working proactively to mitigate their impact. 

Union Minister for Agriculture & Farmers' Welfare and Rural Development Shri Shivraj Singh 

Chouhan said that after recording a 33% rainfall deficit in June, the monsoon situation has shown 

improvement in July, with the overall deficit narrowing to 24%. He added that several parts of the 

country have received good rainfall in recent days, resulting in the number of rainfall-deficient 

districts declining from 262 to 178. 

Addressing the media in New Delhi after a high-level review meeting, Shri Chouhan said that the 

Centre is maintaining close monitoring of the situation in Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, 

Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Karnataka, Bihar, Jharkhand, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Punjab, West 

Bengal, and Odisha. He expressed confidence that rainfall would gain further momentum during July, 

leading to an acceleration in Kharif sowing. 

The Union Minister informed that Kharif sowing has so far been completed over 350.85 lakh hectares, 

which is approximately 91.95 lakh hectares lower than the corresponding period last year. He said 

that the delayed onset of the monsoon has particularly affected soybean and cotton sowing. However, 

farmers have been advised to cultivate short-duration and low water-intensive crops such as maize, 

Bajra, and Moong to minimise the impact of delayed rainfall. 

Shri Chouhan said that the Government had initiated preparations for this challenge as early as April. 

In collaboration with the Indian Council of Agricultural Research, contingency plans were prepared 

for districts likely to be affected and shared with state governments well in advance. As part of the 

'Khet Bachao Abhiyan' conducted in June, more than 1.24 lakh programs were organised across the 

country, directly reaching over 80 lakh farmers. 

The Union Minister said that to ensure uninterrupted sowing operations, the Government has 

maintained a national seed reserve of approximately 1.75 lakh quintals, ensuring adequate seed 

availability under all circumstances. He further stated that the Kisan Credit Card campaign has been 

intensified, with more than 94,000 applications approved out of 1.14 lakh applications received by 

June 30. 

Shri Chouhan also said that efforts are being intensified to increase farmers' participation under the 

Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana, ensuring financial protection for farmers in the event of crop 

losses due to adverse weather conditions. 
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Highlighting the Government's preparedness, Shri Chouhan said that an extensive monitoring 

mechanism has been put in place keeping the possibility of El Niño in view. The El Niño Monitoring 

Cell, Crop Weather Watch Group, State-level Control Rooms, and designated officers are 

continuously monitoring the progress of the monsoon, crop sowing, crop conditions, and market 

trends. 

The Union Minister said that the Government is not only monitoring the evolving situation but is 

fully equipped to address every challenge through well-defined processes, adequate resources, and 

timely interventions, ensuring that farmers receive all necessary support during the Kharif season. 

 

Vice President Reviews Progress of Cotton Productivity Mission ‘Kapas Kranti’ 

Wed. 8th July 2026, Jayesh chouhan (Source: www.smartinfoindia.com) 

 

Vice President Apprised of Progress on ‘Cotton Productivity Mission (Kapas Kranti) 

The Vice President of India, Shri C.P. Radhakrishnan, was briefed today at the Vice President’s 

House by the Minister of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare and Rural Development, Shri Shivraj Singh 

Chouhan, along with senior officials from the Ministries of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare and 

Textiles, regarding the ‘Cotton Productivity Mission (Kapas Kranti)’. (SIS) 

The presentation highlighted three key dimensions of the mission: increasing cotton productivity 

through research, modern technology, and advanced farming practices; ensuring the consistent 

availability of high-quality cotton through initiatives such as ‘Kasturi Cotton’ certification and the 

‘Kisan Cotton App’; and promoting new-age natural fibers to foster innovation and sustainability in 

the textile sector. 

Appreciating the mission's overall strategy to strengthen India's cotton ecosystem, the Vice President 

emphasized the need for a swift and effective approval mechanism to accelerate innovation and ensure 

the timely adoption of new technologies. Identifying the increase in cotton yield per acre as a priority 

for the mission, he urged the setting of clear, measurable, and time-bound targets for productivity 

improvement so that India could bridge the existing gap with leading cotton-producing nations. (SIS) 

The Vice President stated that, given the rising domestic and global demand for quality cotton, India 

must further strengthen its competitive edge. He also emphasized the need to raise public awareness 

about the mission, adopt market-oriented strategies, and widely publicize its successful initiatives 

through television documentaries and other effective media channels. (SIS) 

 

Punjab invites investment in textile dyeing finishing under new policy 
Wed. 8th July 2026 (Source: www.fibre2fashion.com/news) 

Punjab has invited domestic and global investment in textile processing under its Punjab Dyeing and 

Finishing Policy 2026, unveiled in March, as the state seeks to establish itself as northern India's hub 

for sustainable dyeing and finishing while strengthening a critical gap in its textile value chain. 

http://www.smartinfoindia.com/
http://www.fibre2fashion.com/news
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Insights 

Punjab is seeking domestic and global investment through its Punjab Dyeing and Finishing Policy 

2026 to strengthen sustainable textile processing. 

The policy promotes modern infrastructure, CETPs, Zero Liquid Discharge (ZLD) systems, and 

energy-efficient technologies to boost export competitiveness, ESG compliance and position Punjab 

as northern India's sustainable textile processing hub. 

 

The policy comes as Punjab intensifies efforts to attract domestic and international textile investment. 

At the Progressive Punjab Investors' Summit (PPIS), the state showcased its textile processing 

capabilities and invited global apparel brands to establish sustainable, investment-ready dyeing and 

finishing clusters, particularly around Ludhiana and Amritsar. 

 

Punjab's textile industry already contributes around 19 per cent of the state's industrial output and 

nearly 38 per cent of exports, supported by a strong base in spinning, knitting, and garment 

manufacturing. However, the government acknowledges that the processing segment remains 

fragmented, dominated by small and medium enterprises with varying levels of technology adoption 

and infrastructure, limiting quality consistency, production efficiency, and compliance with global 

sustainability standards. 

According to the policy, dyeing and finishing represent one of the most critical value-addition stages 

in the textile value chain, directly influencing product quality, export competitiveness, and 

compliance with international environmental and safety requirements. It warns that without targeted 

support Punjab risks falling behind textile states that have invested heavily in integrated processing 

infrastructure and modern textile parks. 

The policy therefore aims to modernise dyeing, printing, and finishing units, attract domestic and 

global investment in advanced textile processing infrastructure, develop common facilities such as 

Common Effluent Treatment Plants (CETPs) and Zero Liquid Discharge (ZLD) systems, and improve 

supply chain integration across the state's textile ecosystem. 

Punjab is also positioning sustainability as a key investment proposition. The policy promotes energy-

efficient machinery, water recycling, cleaner processing technologies, and common environmental 

infrastructure to help manufacturers meet increasingly stringent buyer expectations on wastewater 

management and ESG compliance. It further classifies dyeing and finishing units using ZLD 

technology, as a priority sector for incentives. 

Industry observers view the initiative as Punjab's answer to intensifying competition among textile-

producing states. While Punjab was not among the seven states selected under the Centre's PM 

MITRA Mega Textile Park scheme, the new policy seeks to achieve a similar objective through 

targeted support for processing; the segment widely regarded as the weakest link in the state's textile 

value chain. By expanding modern processing capacity within existing industrial clusters rather than 

through a greenfield mega park, Punjab hopes to retain value addition, attract fresh investment and 

strengthen its position in India's textile industry. 
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The environmental challenge, however, will remain central to the policy's success. Textile wet 

processing is water intensive, and Punjab has long grappled with pollution concerns around the Sutlej 

River. The state's emphasis on CETPs, ZLD systems and sustainable processing reflect an attempt to 

balance industrial expansion with environmental compliance while making Punjab a credible 

sourcing destination for global apparel brands. 

 

 

US textile & apparel groups unite on USTR trade proposal 
Wed. 8th July 2026 (Source: www.fibre2fashion.com/news) 

 

Insights 

US textile, apparel and retail groups have jointly asked USTR to adopt a trade incentive programme 

tied to Section 301 forced-labour probes. 

The plan would let brands and retailers earn tariff credits by buying US textiles and qualified apparel 

from Western Hemisphere FTA partners. 

Supporters say adoption could double US textile exports to the region to $29 billion annually. 

 

US textile manufacturers, apparel brands and retailers have jointly urged the Trump administration 

to adopt a new textile and apparel trade incentive programme, proposing it in a submission to the US 

Trade Representative’s Office (USTR) linked to Section 301 investigations into policies on goods 

made with forced labour. 

 

The proposal was filed by the National Council of Textile Organizations (NCTO), American Apparel 

& Footwear Association (AAFA), United States Fashion Industry Association (USFIA), and the US 

Industrial and Narrow Fabrics Institute (USINFI). 

 

This is the first time these organisations have publicly backed a joint trade policy initiative, despite 

often taking different positions on trade. 

The proposed mechanism would allow brands and retailers to earn tariff credits when they buy US 

textiles and qualified apparel goods from key Western Hemisphere US free trade agreement partners, 

the joint press statement said. 

Those credits could then be used to offset potential Section 301 tariffs from eligible countries, making 

the proposal directly relevant for sourcing teams managing tariff exposure and supply-chain 

diversification. 

The groups said in their submission that the programme is designed to reshore domestic 

manufacturing, stabilise and expand Western Hemisphere textile and apparel supply chains, and help 

brands and retailers diversify sourcing. 

They added the programme could support more than 56,000 new US jobs, drive billions of dollars in 

domestic investment and benefit the wider supply chain, including cotton farming. 

http://www.fibre2fashion.com/news
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If adopted, the groups said the incentive programme has the potential to double US textile exports to 

the Western Hemisphere, taking them to $29 billion annually. 

They asked USTR to consider the proposal as part of any remedy emerging from the Section 301 

investigations currently under way. 

 

Egyptian cotton exports up ~60% YoY in Sep 1, 2025-Jul 4, 2026 period 
Wed. 8th July 2026 (Source: www.fibre2fashion.com/news) 

 

Insights 

Egypt's cotton exports rose by nearly 60 per cent YoY in the current marketing season, reaching 

57,234 tonnes between September 1, 2025, and July 4, 2026, according to data from the Alexandria 

Cotton Exporters Association. 

The increase was due to falling prices of several Egyptian cotton varieties. 

However, the area under cotton cultivation declined significantly during the current season. 

 

Egypt’s cotton exports rose by nearly 60 per 

cent year on year (YoY) in the current 

marketing season, reaching 57,234 tonnes 

between September 1, 2025, and July 4, 

2026, according to data from the Alexandria 

Cotton Exporters Association. 

 

Egypt’s annual cotton marketing season runs 

annually from September 1 to August 31. 

The increase was due to falling prices of 

several Egyptian cotton varieties. 

The price of the Giza 94 variety fell to 142 

cents per pound, down from 147 cents in June, while Giza 95 declined slightly to 106 cents per pound 

from 107 cents. The premium Giza 96 variety, known for its extra-long staple fibre, was recorded at 

180 cents per pound, according to a domestic media outlet. 

However, the area under cotton cultivation declined significantly during the current season, falling to 

approximately 195,000 feddans, compared with 311,000 feddans in the previous year (a feddan equals 

4,200 sq m, or about 1.038 acres). 

Total production is expected to reach around 1.5 million kantars (1 kantar equals 45.02 kg) of seed 

cotton, according to available estimates. 

 

Vietnam's textile, garment exports up 1.7% YoY in H1 2026 
Tue. 7th July 2026 (Source: www.fibre2fashion.com/news) 

http://www.fibre2fashion.com/news
http://www.fibre2fashion.com/news
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Vietnam's textile and garment exports were estimated at $22.2 billion in the first half (H1) this year—

up by 1.7 per cent year on year (YoY), according to the Vietnam Textile and Apparel Association 

(VITAS). 

 

Insights 

Vietnam's textile and garment exports were estimated at $22.2 billion in H1 2026—up by 1.7 per cent 

YoY, according to the Vietnam Textile and Apparel Association. 

Exports of fibres, fabrics, accessories and non-woven materials recorded solid growth of between 5.6 

per cent and 10.6 per cent during the period. 

However, garment exports dropped by 0.4 per cent YoY during the six months amid weak demand. 

 

Exports of fibres, fabrics, accessories and non-woven materials recorded solid growth of between 5.6 

per cent and 10.6 per cent during the period. 

However, garment exports dropped by 0.4 per cent YoY during the six months amid weak consumer 

demand in key markets. 

 

The sector aims at maintaining average monthly export revenue of more than $4 billion in the 

remaining months to achieve its full-year target of around $48 billion. 

In the first five months of the year, the United States was Vietnam's largest export market, with 

shipments worth $6.81 billion—up by 1.3 per cent YoY and accounting for about 45 per cent of total 

exports. 

The EU was the brightest market, posting an 8.8 per cent YoY increase to $1.94 billion, while exports 

to Japan and South Korea dropped by 6.2 per cent and 8.9 per cent YoY respectively during the five 

months. 

The sector maintained a trade surplus of nearly $10 billion in H1 2026, according to domestic media 

outlets. 

However, VITAS said the industry faces major challenges, including sluggish demand in key 

markets, intense price competition, heavy dependence on imported raw materials, rising costs related 

to environmental, social and governance (ESG) standards and product traceability, as well as growing 

uncertainty over global trade policies. 

VITAS chairman Vu Duc Giang said future growth will depend on improving productivity, creating 

higher-value products, developing domestic sources of raw materials, diversifying export markets 

and accelerating digital and green transformation. 

 

 

India’s Kharif Sowing Area Down 21% as Delayed Monsoon Hits Farming 
Tue. 7th July 2026 (Source: www.eng.ruralvoice.in) 

 

http://www.eng.ruralvoice.in/
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India’s kharif sowing area declined nearly 21 per cent to 350.85 lakh hectares as of July 5, 2026. 

Oilseeds, cotton, pulses, rice and coarse cereals recorded lower acreage, while sugarcane and jute 

and mesta posted marginal gains. 

 

The area under kharif crops 

in India remained sharply 

lower than last year in early 

July, as delayed and uneven 

progress of the southwest 

monsoon slowed planting of 

major crops, including rice, 

pulses, oilseeds and cotton. 

Total kharif sowing reached 

350.85 lakh hectares as of 

July 5, 2026, down 20.8 per 

cent from 442.80 lakh 

hectares during the 

corresponding period last 

year, according to data from 

the Union Ministry of 

Agriculture and Farmers’ 

Welfare. In absolute terms, 

the area under kharif crops was lower by 91.95 lakh hectares. 

The sowing lag reflects the impact of weak and delayed monsoon conditions during the early part of 

the season. Rainfall conditions have improved recently, but the cumulative monsoon rainfall deficit 

remained around 20 per cent by July 6 after having been as high as 40 per cent in June. 

Paddy Acreage Falls 13% 

The area under rice, the country’s most important kharif foodgrain crop, stood at 60.24 lakh hectares 

as of July 5, compared with 69.30 lakh hectares a year earlier. This represents a decline of 9.06 lakh 

hectares, or about 13.1 per cent. 

Paddy acreage was also 6.33 lakh hectares below the normal area of 66.57 lakh hectares for the 

corresponding period. 

Pulses sowing fell 21.8 per cent to 37.15 lakh hectares from 47.49 lakh hectares last year. However, 

the total area under pulses was marginally above the normal area of 36.73 lakh hectares for the period. 

Among individual pulse crops, arhar acreage declined to 12.35 lakh hectares from 21 lakh hectares, 

while urad sowing fell to 3.01 lakh hectares from 4.63 lakh hectares. Moong acreage was relatively 

stable at 16.81 lakh hectares compared with 17.20 lakh hectares last year. 
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Oilseeds Record Sharpest Decline 

Oilseeds recorded the steepest decline among major crop groups. The area under oilseeds fell 39.3 

per cent to 66.31 lakh hectares from 109.27 lakh hectares in the year-ago period. 

Soybean, the country’s largest kharif oilseed crop, accounted for most of the decline. Soybean 

acreage dropped to 47.80 lakh hectares from 79.20 lakh hectares last year, a reduction of 31.40 lakh 

hectares. 

Groundnut sowing also fell sharply to 16.93 lakh hectares from 28 lakh hectares, while sunflower 

acreage increased to 0.79 lakh hectares from 0.46 lakh hectares. 

Coarse Cereals, Cotton Lag Behind 

The area under Shri Anna and coarse cereals declined to 60.12 lakh hectares from 71.86 lakh hectares 

last year, a fall of 16.3 per cent. 

Bajra sowing declined to 20.82 lakh hectares from 30 lakh hectares, while maize acreage fell to 32.94 

lakh hectares from 35 lakh hectares. Jowar sowing was marginally lower at 4.53 lakh hectares against 

4.89 lakh hectares a year ago. 

Cotton sowing also remained substantially behind last year’s level. The area under cotton declined 

23 per cent to 63.18 lakh hectares from 82 lakh hectares, a shortfall of 18.82 lakh hectares. 

In contrast, sugarcane and jute & mesta showed marginal gains. Sugarcane acreage increased to 

57.58 lakh hectares from 56.72 lakh hectares, while the area under jute and mesta rose to 6.28 lakh 

hectares from 6.16 lakh hectares. 

The pace of sowing in the coming weeks will depend heavily on the distribution and intensity of 

rainfall. Recent widespread rains have improved monsoon conditions and reduced the national rainfall 

deficit, but the early-season delay has left a substantial sowing gap compared with last year. 
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Crystal Crop Protection, Corteva Partner to Develop Advanced Crop Protection 

Solutions for Indian Farmers 
Tue. 7th July 2026 (Source: www.eng.ruralvoice.in) 

 
Crystal Crop Protection and Corteva have 

signed a collaboration and supply agreement 

to develop and commercialize new crop 

protection formulations in India. The 

partnership combines Corteva's active 

ingredients with Crystal's formulation and 

manufacturing expertise to deliver science-

based solutions that improve pest 

management, farm productivity and 

sustainable agricultural growth. 

 

Crystal Crop Protection Ltd. and global 

agriculture company Corteva have entered 

into a collaboration and supply agreement to 

develop, manufacture and commercialize new crop protection formulations and mixtures for the 

Indian market, aiming to provide farmers with more effective solutions against pests and weeds. 

Under the partnership, Corteva will provide technical-grade active ingredients, while Crystal Crop 

Protection will be responsible for developing formulations, manufacturing and marketing the 

products in India. The companies said the collaboration is designed to accelerate the introduction of 

science-based crop protection technologies that improve farm productivity and support sustainable 

agriculture. 

Crystal Crop Protection Chairman and Managing Director Ankur Aggarwal said the partnership 

would enable faster development of farmer-centric solutions to tackle major pest and weed challenges 

across key crops. He added that the collaboration reflects the company's continued focus on 

innovation and delivering effective technologies to Indian growers. 

India cultivates nearly 48 million hectares of rice and over 13 million hectares of cotton, besides large 

areas under horticultural crops such as chilli, tomato, brinjal, okra and pomegranate. These crops are 

frequently affected by sucking pests, caterpillars, mites and diverse weed species, leading to 

significant yield losses and reduced farm profitability. 

The companies noted that India's diverse agro-climatic conditions and increasing pest pressure 

underscore the need for reliable, safe and cost-effective crop protection solutions tailored to local 

farming conditions. They emphasized that science-led innovations can play a crucial role in 

improving crop productivity while promoting sustainable farming practices. 

http://www.eng.ruralvoice.in/
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Subroto Geed, President – South Asia, Corteva, said the collaboration combines the technological 

strengths and market capabilities of both companies to deliver advanced crop protection solutions 

that help farmers manage evolving pest and weed challenges while building resilient farming systems. 

The agreement reinforces the commitment of both organizations to advancing agricultural innovation 

and supporting the long-term growth and sustainability of Indian agriculture through improved crop 

protection technologies. 

 

Sustained economic push in India amid external headwinds: BCG report 
Wed. 8th July 2026 (Source: www.fibre2fashion.com/news) 

 

Insights 

High-frequency indicators in May this year reflect sustained economic momentum in India amid 

persistent external headwinds, according to BCG's latest India Economic Monitor. 

India's growth story is increasingly being driven by investment rather than consumption, the report 

argues. 

FDI surged to a more than five-year high in April, while inflation emerged as the BCG report's 

principal area of concern. 

 

High-frequency indicators in May this year reflect sustained economic momentum in India amid 

persistent external headwinds, according to the latest India Economic Monitor released by Boston 

Consulting Group (BCG). 

 

India's growth story is increasingly being driven by investment rather than consumption, the report 

argued. 

Foreign direct investment (FDI) surged to a more than five-year high in April, supported by stronger 

equity inflows and lower repatriations, while inflation emerged as the BCG report's principal area of 

concern. 

Calendar-year FDI inflows have already reached $23 billion in 2026, indicating sustained overseas 

confidence in India's long-term growth story despite an uncertain global investment environment, the 

report noted. 

Inflation firmed further in May, with wholesale price inflation surging to 9.7 per cent on higher crude, 

natural gas and manufactured-product prices, and consumer price inflation reaching a 16-month high 

of 3.9 per cent. 

Despite emerging signs of moderation, the underlying growth engine remains intact, the report 

indicates. Investment, manufacturing activity and digital payments continue to expand, while 

consumer confidence has turned softer. 

India's merchandise trade deficit narrowed to $28.2 billion in May, while foreign exchange reserves 

edged lower during the month as foreign currency assets and gold holdings declined. 

http://www.fibre2fashion.com/news
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The services sector remained the economy's biggest growth engine, while the index of industrial 

production softened in April. 

 

Handloom Hackathon 2026 launched to foster innovation and technology-driven 

solutions in handloom sector 
 

Grand Finale to be held 1st August 2026; online registrations open till 20th July 
Wed. 8th July 2026 (Source: www.pib.gov.in) 

 

The Office of the Development Commissioner (Handlooms), Ministry of Textiles, Government of 

India, has launched Handloom Hackathon 2026 – “Weaving Innovation”, a national innovation 

challenge aimed at harnessing technology, design, entrepreneurship and sustainable solutions to 

strengthen India’s handloom sector. The initiative is being organised as part of the celebrations 

of National Handloom Day 2026. 

The Grand Finale of the Hackathon will be held on 1 August 2026 at the Foundation for Innovation 

and Technology Transfer (FITT), IIT Delhi, where shortlisted teams will present their solutions 

before an eminent jury comprising experts from academia, industry, design, technology and the 

handloom sector. 

Speaking on the initiative, Dr. M. Beena, Development Commissioner (Handlooms), Ministry of 

Textiles, said: 

“The Handloom Hackathon 2026 seeks to bring together the creativity of India’s youth with the rich 

heritage of the handloom sector. By providing a collaborative platform for weavers, students, 

designers, technologists, entrepreneurs and innovators, the initiative aims to generate practical and 

scalable solutions that address key challenges, enhance competitiveness and contribute to the 

sustainable growth of the handloom sector.” 

The Hackathon has been designed to encourage innovative solutions across a broad range of thematic 

areas, including product and design innovation, sustainability and circularity, digital technologies, 

market access, branding, supply chain efficiency, productivity enhancement, business development 

and social impact. 

The initiative seeks to foster closer collaboration between the handloom ecosystem and India’s 

innovation and startup ecosystem, while encouraging interdisciplinary problem-solving. 

Participation is open to students pursuing higher education in textiles, fashion, design, engineering, 

management and technology, as well as handloom weavers, artisans, researchers, startups, 

entrepreneurs, innovators and professionals. 

Beyond recognising outstanding ideas, the Hackathon aims to identify promising and implementable 

solutions that may be considered for mentoring, incubation and further development in collaboration 

http://www.pib.gov.in/
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with partner institutions, wherever feasible. The initiative seeks to encourage innovation that 

contributes to the modernisation, competitiveness and long-term sustainability of the handloom 

sector. 

Online registrations are open until 20th  July 2026. Students, innovators, startups, researchers, 

designers, entrepreneurs and handloom practitioners may register and submit their ideas 

through www.youthideathon.in/handloom. 

The Office of the Development Commissioner (Handlooms) has invited students, innovators, 

designers, entrepreneurs, researchers, startups and handloom practitioners from across the country to 

participate in the Hackathon and contribute towards developing innovative solutions for a 

technologically enabled, sustainable and globally competitive Indian handloom sector. 

The Office of the Development Commissioner (Handlooms), Ministry of Textiles, Government of 

India, is the apex organisation responsible for the promotion, development and welfare of the 

handloom sector. Through policy interventions, development programmes, market promotion 

initiatives and institutional support, it works towards enhancing the competitiveness of Indian 

handlooms, improving the livelihoods of handloom weavers and preserving India’s rich weaving 

traditions and cultural heritage. 
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