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Variation  

 + (Plus) 

 - (Minus)  

Sr. No. Growth Grade Standard Grade Staple Micronaire
Gravimetric 

Trash %

Strength / 

GPT
2025-26 2025-26

1 P/H/R ICS-101 Fine Below 22mm 5.0 – 7.0 4% 15 14904 53000 (+500)

2 GUJ ICS-102 Fine 22mm 4.0 – 6.0 15% 20 12963 46100 (+300)

3 M/M(P) ICS-104 Fine 23mm 4.5 - 7.0 4% 22 15185 54000 (-500)

4 P / H / R(U) ICS-105 Fine 27mm 3.5 – 4.9 4% 26 17153 61000 (+500)

5 M/M(P) /SA/TL/GUJ ICS-105 Fine 27mm 3.0 – 3.4 4% 25 15550 55300 (+300)

6 M/M(P)/SA/TL ICS-105 Fine 27mm 3.5 – 4.9 3.5% 26 17125 60900 (+200)

7 P/ H/R(U) ICS-105 Fine 28mm 3.5 – 4.9 4% 27 17828 63400 (+400)

8 M/M(P) ICS-105 Fine 28mm 3.7 – 4.9 3.5% 27 18559 66000 (+200)

9 SA/TL/K ICS-105 Fine 28mm 3.7 – 4.9 3.5% 27 18447 65600 (+200)

10 GUJ ICS-105 Fine 28mm 3.7 – 4.9 3.5% 27 18503 65800 (+200)

11 R(L) ICS-105 Fine 28mm 3.7 – 4.9 4.0% 27 17856 63500 (+500)

12 R(L) ICS-105 Fine 29mm 3.7 – 4.9 3.5% 28 18559 66000 (+500)

13 M/M(P) ICS-105 Fine 29mm 3.7 – 4.9 3% 28 18840 67000 (+200)

14 SA/TL/K ICS-105 Fine 29mm 3.7 – 4.9 3% 28 18672 66400 (+200)

15 GUJ ICS-105 Fine 29mm 3.7 – 4.9 3% 28 18756 66700 (+100)

16 M/M(P) ICS-105 Fine 30mm 3.7 – 4.9 3% 29 19065 67800 (+200)

17 SA/TL/K/O ICS-105 Fine 30mm 3.7 – 4.9 3% 29 19009 67600 (+300)

18 M/M(P) ICS-105 Fine 31mm 3.7 – 4.9 3% 30 N.A. N.A.

19 SA/TL/K/TN/O ICS-105 Fine 31mm 3.7 – 4.9 3% 30 N.A. N.A.

20 SA/TL/K/TN/O ICS-106 Fine 32mm 3.5 – 4.9 3% 31 N.A. N.A.

21 M/M(P) ICS-107 Fine 34mm 2.8 - 3.7 4% 33 24408 86800 (+500)

22 K/TN ICS-107 Fine 34mm 2.8 - 3.7 3.5% 34 24605 87500 (+500)

23 M/M(P) ICS-107 Fine 35mm 2.8 - 3.7 4% 35 25167 89500 (+500)

24 K/TN ICS-107 Fine 35mm 2.8 - 3.7 3.5% 35 25308 90000 (+500)

Note:1

2

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

For Northern Zone (P/H/R(U)-Sr. Nos. 4 and 7 are for 70 Rd

For M/M(P)/SA/TL-Sr Nos. 6, 8, 9, and GUJ-Sr No.10 are for 74 Rd

For R(L)-Sr. No. 11 is for 72 Rd and 12 is for 73 Rd

For M/M(P) and K/TN-Sr Nos. 21 to 24 are for 70-72 Rd

Moisture by probe method maximum 9%

Base Grade ‘Fine’ of bulk of the cotton of the staple length range of 29mm to 32mm consists of –

(i) Colour grade 31/3 (ii) RD 75

In Rates acceptable up to a maximum 5.50 Micronaire with proportionate discount @ Rs.150/- per 

point per candy over 4.9 Micronaire

For M/M(P)/SA/TL/GUJ-Sr No. 5 are for 67 Rd

Official spot rates are fixed and registered by CAI on the basis of average price inclusive of spot 

brokerage as per respective State Dharas, and for 15 days credit from the date of passing and cash 

discount @ 15% per annum, except for Northern area (excluding Lower Rajasthan), in which case spot 

rates fixed and registered are for payment terms: 7 days from the date of pressing at Upcountry Spot 

Markets ex-gin, excluding Tax. These rates are for domestic transaction only

Secretary

P/H/R(U) ICS-202 (SG) rate is lower by Rs. 1000/ pc than Sr. no. 4

3 Strength:Grams per tex (HVI Mode) (Prorate basis)  

a) 1 gpt pts lower Rs 500/pc

b) 2 gpt pts lower Rs 1,000/pc

c) 3 gpt pts lower Rs 2,000/pc

d) 4 gpt pts lower Rs 3,000/pc

Staple length : Upper Half Mean Length

Gravimetric Trash Percentage

COTTON  ASSOCIATION OF INDIA
(Regd. Office :  Cotton Exchange Building, 2

nd
 Floor, Cotton Green (E), Mumbai 400 033)

Tel. No. 022-20830685 / 8657442944-48           Email: cai@caionline.in  Website: www.caionline.in

Mumbai, Friday 31st July 2026 at 3.00 P.M.

UPCOUNTRY  SPOT  RATES 

Standard Descriptions with Basic Grade & Staple in

Rs.  per Quintal Rs. per CandyMillimetres  based on Upper Half Mean Length

As per CAI By-laws

3



Cotton Exchange Building, 2nd Floor, Opp. Cotton Green Railway Station, Cotton Green (East), 

Mumbai – 400 033. Tel. +91-22-20830685/ 8657442944/45/46/47/48 Email: cai@caionline.in 

4 

ICE Cotton Futures: 30-07-2026 

Cotlook Index: 30-07-2026 

88.75   (-1.00) 

ICE cotton recovers on weaker dollar, stronger export sales 
Fri. 31st July 2026, (Source: www.fibre2fashion.com/news) 

Insights 

ICE cotton futures rebounded above 80 cents per pound as a weaker US dollar, the strongest USDA 

export sales in 17 weeks and weather concerns lifted sentiment. 

The December 2026 contract settled 1.43 per cent higher at 80.67 cents. 

Support also came from tight certified stocks and strong Chinese reserve buying. 

The contract traded higher at 81.11 cents in early Friday trading (IST). 

http://www.fibre2fashion.com/news
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ICE cotton futures recovered from their recent decline and 

closed yesterday back above the important psychological 

level of 80 cents per pound. Market sentiment 

strengthened, supported by a weaker US dollar, stronger-

than-expected USDA export sales and ongoing weather 

concerns in key US cotton-growing regions. 

 

The most-active December 2026 contract settled at 80.67 

cents, up 1.14 cents, or 1.43 per cent. The contract 

recovered all of Wednesday's losses and finished the week 

with gains of 69 points. 

Prices remained firm throughout the session, with the largest intraday pullback limited to just 12 

points, reflecting steady buying interest rather than a volatile short-covering rally. 

Trading volume increased sharply to 38,535 contracts from 27,393 contracts on Wednesday, 

indicating traders returned after the lightest trading session of 2026. 

The US dollar weakened after the Federal Reserve left interest rates unchanged, making US cotton 

more competitive for overseas buyers and providing a strong tailwind for prices. 

Market analysts said cotton had already been moving higher before the export report was released, 

suggesting the strong sales data confirmed an improving demand outlook rather than triggering the 

rally itself. 

The USDA Weekly Export Sales report for the week ended July 23, delivered the strongest weekly 

sales in 17 weeks, with total net sales of 395,973 bales, including 387,798 Upland and 8,175 Pima 

bales. The exceptionally strong export report reinforced the view that global mill demand remains 

healthy, with buyers booking aggressively despite higher prices. 

China's state reserve auctions continued to record 100 per cent sellouts, while ICE-certified stocks 

remained at a six-month low of 90,699 bales, reinforcing the tight nearby supply outlook. 

Weather conditions remained supportive, with traders closely monitoring dry conditions in Xinjiang 

and persistent heat across West Texas, both of which could affect production prospects. 

Outside markets also turned more supportive. Crude oil stabilised above $80 per barrel after the 

previous session's sharp rebound, helping agricultural commodities maintain inflation-hedge buying. 

Broader financial markets also steadied following the Federal Reserve announcement, easing the 

previous day's risk-off pressure. 

Technically, December futures reclaimed the 80-cent level and closed back above the 10-day moving 

average, producing a bullish reversal after Wednesday's breakdown. Immediate support is now seen 

at 80.00 cents, followed by 79.50 cents and 78.68 cents, while resistance stands at 80.88 cents 

(Monday's high), followed by the 82.00-cent psychological level and then the recent high of 82.96 

cents. 
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Overall, cotton quickly recovered from Wednesday's Fed-driven weakness as a softer US dollar, the 

strongest export sales in 17 weeks, continued Chinese buying, tight certified stocks and weather 

concerns restored bullish sentiment. Momentum has shifted back in favour of the bulls, with the 

market now watching whether strong export demand, weather conditions in West Texas and stable 

crude oil prices can sustain the rally. 

This morning (Indian Standard Time), ICE cotton for December 2026 traded at 81.11 cents per pound 

(up 0.44 cent), cash cotton at 75.66 cents (up 1.39 cents), the October 2026 contract at 79.86 cents 

(up 0.45 cent), the March 2027 contract at 82.68 cents (up 0.43 cent), the May 2027 contract at 83.74 

cents (up 0.43 cent), and the July 2027 contract at 83.40 cents (up 0.44 cent). A few contracts 

remained at their previous closing levels, with no trading recorded so far today. 

 

Maharashtra Receives ₹167.51 Crore Investment from 24 Firms Under Textile PLI 

Scheme 
Fri. 31st July 2026, Jayesh Chouhan (Source: www.smartinfoindia.com) 

 

Maharashtra Attracts ₹167.51 Crore Investment from 24 Companies Under Textile PLI Scheme 

 

According to the Ministry of Textiles, investments worth ₹167.51 crore (approximately ₹17.49 

million) have been received in Maharashtra from 24 approved companies by March 31 under the 

Production Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme for textiles—an initiative launched to boost the 

production of MMF (Man-Made Fiber) garments, MMF fabrics, and technical textiles. 

 

Nationwide, 170 companies have been approved under this scheme, with 24 of them based in 

Maharashtra. 

 

The Ministry stated that it continuously monitors the scheme's implementation through periodic 

reviews, weekly open-house sessions, monthly workshops, and outreach programs to address 

challenges and enhance stakeholder participation. 

 

The Ministry also noted that investor interest has increased following modifications made to the 

scheme in October 2025. These changes include the inclusion of 17 new HSN codes under the 

MMF garment and fabric categories, a 50% reduction in the minimum investment threshold, 

relaxation of the requirement to form a new company to avail benefits, and a reduction in the 

incremental turnover requirement for incentives from 25% to 10%. 

 

Andhra Pradesh Cotton Sowing Rises 13%; Kurnool Tops as Planting Outpaces 

Normal 
Fri. 31st July 2026, Jayesh Chouhan (Source: www.smartinfoindia.com) 

 

Cotton Sowing in Andhra Pradesh Up by 13%; Progress Faster Than Normal; Kurnool Leads the Way 

 

http://www.smartinfoindia.com/
http://www.smartinfoindia.com/
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Cotton sowing in Andhra Pradesh during the Kharif 2026 season has recorded a significant increase 

compared to the previous year. According to the latest data from the State Agriculture Department, 

cotton has been sown across 3,36,354 hectares in the state as of July 29, 2026, whereas the figure 

stood at 2,97,848 hectares during the same period last year. Thus, an additional 38,506 hectares 

(approximately 13%) have been brought under cotton cultivation this year. 

 

So far, 65% of the normal seasonal area has been sown, compared to 56% last year. Meanwhile, 

sowing progress relative to the normal schedule stands at 125%, a marked improvement over the 

101% recorded last year. This clearly indicates that sowing has proceeded at a faster-than-normal 

pace in most regions this year. 

 

In terms of district-wise data, Kurnool led the state with 2,19,767 hectares of cotton sowing. It was 

followed by Palnadu (34,489 hectares), NTR (21,671 hectares), Ananthapuramu (20,915 hectares), 

and YSR Kadapa (6,105 hectares). Conversely, sowing lagged behind the normal pace in districts 

such as Prakasam, Bapatla, Kakinada, Guntur, and Sri Sathya Sai. 

 

Agricultural experts believe that this increase in sowing area could lay the foundation for better 

cotton production in the upcoming season. However, final output will depend on weather conditions 

during August and September, rainfall distribution, and the overall health of the crop. 

 

Potential Market Impact: 

The increase in sowing is a positive sign for farmers. If weather conditions remain favorable, cotton 

availability in the coming season is likely to improve. This raises the prospect of better supplies of 

the new crop for ginners, traders, and spinning mills. For now, market attention will remain focused 

on weather patterns and crop development. 

 

Monsoon Boosts Kharif Sowing in Telangana & Maharashtra; Cotton Sowing Nears 

Completion 
Fri. 31st July 2026, Jayesh Chouhan (Source: www.smartinfoindia.com) 

 
Monsoon Accelerates Kharif Sowing in Telangana and Maharashtra; Cotton Sowing Nears 

Completion 

 

New Delhi: Recent monsoon rains have given fresh momentum to Kharif season sowing in 

Telangana and Maharashtra. Continuous rainfall following a prolonged dry spell has boosted soil 

moisture and filled reservoirs and farm ponds, prompting farmers to accelerate sowing and paddy 

transplantation activities. Significant progress in Kharif crop cultivation has been observed in both 

states, with cotton sowing nearing its final stage. 

 

In Telangana, following more than 48 hours of continuous drizzle, Kharif crop sowing and paddy 

transplantation have been completed across 82.65 lakh acres so far. This figure exceeds the 82.15 

lakh acres recorded during the same period last year. According to agricultural officials, recent rains 

have ensured adequate soil moisture, and improved irrigation water availability has accelerated 

http://www.smartinfoindia.com/
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paddy transplantation. The state's rainfall deficit, which stood at 30 percent a week ago, has now 

narrowed to 19 percent. 

 

Regarding crop-wise progress, paddy transplantation has been completed on 25.46 lakh acres, 

representing approximately 31 percent of the 65.97 lakh-acre target. Cotton sowing has reached 

46.33 lakh acres against a target of 47.41 lakh acres, meaning nearly 98 percent of the target has 

been achieved. Additionally, sowing has been completed for maize (4.69 lakh acres), *arhar* (red 

gram) (4.42 lakh acres), and soybean (3.66 lakh acres). 

 

Kharif sowing has also picked up pace in Maharashtra due to good monsoon rains over the past two 

weeks. According to the state's Agriculture Department, as of July 30, sowing has been completed 

on approximately 1.23 crore hectares out of the state's average Kharif acreage of 1.44 crore hectares 

(excluding sugarcane), marking the achievement of 86 percent of the total target. Sowing across an 

additional area of approximately 2.3 million hectares was recorded between July 16 and July 30. 

 

According to crop-wise data, soybean sowing in Maharashtra has covered 4.72 million hectares and 

cotton sowing 3.73 million hectares, representing about 88 percent of the estimated target. 

Meanwhile, paddy transplantation has been completed across 0.78 million hectares. The state 

recorded 466.8 mm of rainfall between June 1 and July 27, which is 94.15 percent of the normal 

rainfall. 

 

Agricultural experts state that recent rainfall has improved the condition of Kharif crops in both 

states. If the monsoon remains normal in the coming weeks, the growth of cotton, paddy, soybean, 

and other Kharif crops will improve, further strengthening production prospects for the year. 

 

 

India’s Textile & Apparel Exports Cross ₹3.25 Lakh Crore in FY26, Government 

Expands Export Support 
Fri. 31st July 2026, Jayesh Chouhan (Source: www.smartinfoindia.com) 

 

India's Te xtile and Apparel Exports (Including Handicrafts) Cross ₹3.25 Lakh Crore in 2025-

26 

 

New Delhi. India's exports of textiles and apparel (including handicrafts) stood at ₹3,25,339 crore in 

the 2025-26 fiscal year, marking a 1.8 percent increase compared to the ₹3,19,573.2 crore recorded 

in 2024-25. During this period, growth was registered in exports to over 100 countries. The 

government states that this growth signals the Indian textile sector's rising global competitiveness 

and export potential. 

 

The government has implemented several schemes to enhance the global competitiveness of the 

textile and apparel sector. These include the PM Mega Integrated Textile Region and Apparel (PM 

MITRA) Park scheme, the Production Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme, the National Technical 

Textiles Mission, the SAMARTH scheme, and measures such as market access support and interest 

http://www.smartinfoindia.com/
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subsidies under the Export Promotion Mission. 

 

In recent months, the government has also launched several new initiatives. These include 

extending the 'Remission of Duties and Taxes on Exported Products' (RoDTEP) scheme until 

September 30, 2026; providing temporary customs duty relief on key raw materials for the cotton 

and man-made fiber (MMF) value chains; rationalizing GST rates to address the inverted duty 

structure in the MMF sector; and launching the 'Resilience and Logistics Intervention for Export 

Facilitation' (RELIEF) initiative to assist exporters affected by geopolitical conditions in West Asia. 

 

The tenure of the RoSCTL scheme, operational since March 2019, has also been extended until 

September 30, 2026, ensuring that exporters of garments and made-ups continue to benefit from the 

reimbursement of state and central taxes and levies. Additionally, the government has adopted an 

export promotion strategy focused on 40 priority countries. Currently, India has 16 Free Trade 

Agreements (FTAs) in force, while recent trade agreements with the European Union and New 

Zealand are also expected to open up opportunities for the Indian textile industry in new markets. 

 

The Ministry of Textiles has established six Textile Export Facilitation Centres (TEFCs) and 

launched the 'India Immersive Experience Program' through NIFT. In the year 2025-26, textile and 

handicraft products were exported from over 500 districts across the country. The government states 

that these initiatives have fostered diversification in export markets, strengthened supply chains, 

improved market access via e-commerce, and boosted competitiveness, particularly for MSMEs. 

 

 

Genetic Resources Board Charts Roadmap to Strengthen Agrobiodiversity and 

Sustainable Use 
Fri. 31st July 2026 (Source: www.eng.ruralvoice.in) 

 
India's genetic resources board has called for greater use of conserved germplasm, including wild 

relatives, in crop, livestock and fish breeding to widen genetic diversity and develop climate-resilient 

varieties and breeds. The Board also recommended stronger pre-breeding, systematic germplasm 

collection, international collaboration and integrated management of India's agrobiodiversity. 

 
India needs to significantly expand the use of conserved genetic resources, including wild relatives 

and species, in crop, livestock and fish improvement programmes to broaden the genetic base and 

accelerate the development of climate-resilient, high-performing varieties and breeds, experts said at 

the first meeting of the reconstituted National Advisory Board on Management of Genetic Resources 

(NABMGR). 

The meeting was held on July 29, 2026, at the ICAR–National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources 

(ICAR-NBPGR), New Delhi, with the Board outlining a roadmap for strengthening the conservation 

and sustainable utilization of India's rich agrobiodiversity. 

http://www.eng.ruralvoice.in/
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Chairman of the NABMGR, Dr R.S. 

Paroda, underlined that India's plant, 

animal, fish, microbial and insect genetic 

resources are a strategic national asset 

supporting food and nutrition security, 

environmental sustainability and rural 

livelihoods. He called for each ICAR 

National Bureau to strategically prioritise 

conservation and management activities 

according to emerging national 

requirements. 

Paroda stressed that conserved germplasm should not remain confined to gene banks but be actively 

integrated into breeding programmes. Greater use of wild relatives and other genetic resources, he 

said, could help broaden the genetic base and speed up the development of varieties and breeds 

capable of withstanding climate-related stresses while delivering higher performance. 

He also called for stronger international collaboration, particularly with countries in Central and 

Southeast Asia, to facilitate access to valuable genetic resources. Strategic germplasm exchanges for 

crops such as cotton, rambutan, avocado and mangosteen, as well as livestock species such as sheep, 

were highlighted. 

Paroda further advocated a legal framework to protect the rights of breeders and farmers in animal 

and fish genetic resources, similar to the Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers' Rights Act. 

ICAR Director General and NABMGR Co-Chair Dr M.L. Jat emphasised the need to link genetic 

resource management with soil science, digital agriculture and crop improvement. Identifying genetic 

resources suited to specific soil types and agro-ecological regions, he said, could accelerate location-

specific and climate-resilient farming systems. 

The Board recommended strengthening pre-breeding programmes, systematic collection of 

germplasm from unexplored regions and closer coordination among ICAR's six National Bureaux 

managing genetic resources. It also backed an inter-institutional programme to mainstream traditional 

and underutilised crops, livestock breeds, fish, microorganisms and insects. 

The Board reviewed progress on the National Safety Genebank and suggested its timely completion, 

with the aim of dedicating it to the nation during ICAR's centenary celebrations in 2028-29. 

The recommendations are expected to strengthen India's agrobiodiversity governance and contribute 

to the Viksit Bharat vision by improving agricultural resilience, food security and sustainable 

development. 
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Explained: Why Cotton is India's "White Gold" 
Thu. 23rd July 2026 (Source: www.timesofindia.indiatimes.com) 

 

The Press Information Bureau (PIB) recently released a detailed backgrounder titled "White Gold: 

India's Cotton Story", tracing cotton's journey from cultivation to export and highlighting 

government schemes aimed at improving productivity, quality and market access. This makes 

cotton, one of India's oldest commercial crops, a relevant topic for both prelims and mains 

preparation, covering agriculture, trade and government schemes. 

 

Understanding the basics 

 

Cotton is called "white gold" because of its outsized economic importance in India. It supports the 

livelihoods of around 6 million cotton farmers and provides employment to another 40-50 million 

people in processing and trade. It is also a major foreign exchange earner through exports of fibre, 

yarn, fabric and garments. 

 

India holds a unique position in the global cotton economy: 

 First in the world in cotton cultivation area 

 Second in production and consumption globally 

 The only country that cultivates all four recognised cotton species 

 Contributes close to a fifth of global fibre production 

How it works 

 Species and hybrids: India grows all four cotton species: G. Arboreum and G. Herbaceum 

(Asian cotton), G. Barbadense (Egyptian cotton), and G. Hirsutum (American upland 

cotton). G. Hirsutum accounts for nearly 90 percent of India's hybrid cotton, and all Bt 

cotton hybrids grown in the country belong to this species. 

 Bt cotton: Bt refers to Bacillus thuringiensis, a soil bacterium. Bt cotton is genetically 

modified to carry genes from this bacterium, giving it resistance to bollworms. Introduced 

commercially in 2002, it cut bollworm damage and reduced dependence on insecticide 

sprays, which improved farm incomes over time. 

 Staple length: Cotton fibre is classified by staple length, which determines quality and use, 

ranging from short staple (20 mm and below) to extra-long staple (32.5 mm and above). 

India produces the entire range. 

 Cultivation pattern: Around 62 percent of India's cotton is rain-fed, while the remaining 38 

percent is irrigated. Production is measured in bales, where one bale equals 170 kg. 

 Geographic spread: Cultivation is concentrated in nine major states across three zones: 

1. Northern Zone: Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan 

2. Central Zone: Gujarat, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh 

3. Southern Zone: Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka 

http://www.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/
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Odisha and Tamil Nadu also grow cotton outside these zones. 

 

Governing bodies and schemes 

 Cotton Corporation of India (CCI): The nodal agency for Minimum Support Price (MSP) 

operations. It steps in to procure cotton when market prices fall below MSP. Its procurement 

network expanded from 508 centres in 2024-25 to 571 in 2025-26, covering 152 districts in 

11 states. 

 Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP): Recommends the MSP for cotton 

every cotton year (October to September), covering medium staple and long staple seed 

cotton (kapas). The goal is to ensure farmers get at least 50 percent return over production 

cost. 

 Mission for Cotton Productivity: A five-year mission launched in 2025-26 with an outlay of 

Rs. 5,659.22 crore. It focuses on developing climate-resilient and pest-resistant cotton 

varieties, with special attention to Extra Long Staple (ELS) cotton. It follows the "5F" 

vision: farm, fibre, factory, fashion, foreign. The mission targets raising production from 

297 lakh bales to 498 lakh bales by 2031, covering 24 lakh hectares across 140 districts in 

14 states, benefiting around 32 lakh farmers. 

 Special Project on Cotton (under NFSM): Running since 2023-24 across 8 major cotton 

states, this project demonstrates technologies like the High-Density Planting System and 

Closer Spacing Planting System. Field trials recorded yield gains of about 40 percent under 

HDPS and over 32 percent under closer spacing. 

 Kapas Kisan App: A mobile application for MSP procurement that allows farmers to self-

register, book procurement slots, receive Aadhaar-linked payments and get real-time SMS 

updates. Over 41 lakh farmers have registered on it. 

 Kasturi Cotton Bharat: A branding and traceability initiative implemented with the Ministry 

of Textiles, CCI and TEXPROCIL, with a total outlay of Rs. 30 crore. It certifies long staple 

(28 mm and above) and ELS cotton (35 mm and above) using QR-based, blockchain-backed 

traceability, positioning Indian cotton globally as a mark of quality. 

 

India's position 

 Cotton production stood at 290.91 lakh bales in 2025-26 (provisional), with domestic 

consumption at 328 lakh bales. 

 MSP for 2026-27 stands at Rs. 8,267 per quintal for medium staple and Rs. 8,667 per quintal 

for long staple cotton, an increase of Rs. 557 over the previous year for both. 

 Cotton exports in FY25 were valued at US$ 11.49 billion, with the United States the largest 

destination (26.35 percent share), followed by Bangladesh (19.81 percent) and Sri Lanka 

(5.11 percent). 

 Beyond textiles, cottonseed yields edible oil (called "heart oil" for its polyunsaturated fat 

content), animal feed, biomass fuel from stalks, and surgical cotton from short fibres. 
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Prelims fact box 

 

Item Detail 

Global rank in area 1st 

Global rank in production/consumption 2nd 

Cotton species grown in India All 4 (only country to do so) 

Bale weight 170 kg 

Bt cotton introduced 2002 

Cotton species used for Bt hybrids G. Hirsutum 

Nodal MSP procurement agency Cotton Corporation of India (CCI) 

MSP recommending body CACP 

Mission for Cotton Productivity target 498 lakh bales by 2031 

Kasturi Cotton certification threshold Long staple: 28mm+; ELS: 35mm+ 

 

Mains question 

 

"Cotton is often called India's white gold, yet productivity remains a challenge compared to global 

peers." Examine the factors affecting cotton productivity in India and discuss the effectiveness of 

recent government interventions in addressing them. (250 words) 

 

Test yourself 

 

1. Which of the following cotton species accounts for nearly 90 percent of hybrid cotton production 

in India? 

(a) G. Arboreum (b) G. Herbaceum (c) G. Hirsutum (d) G. Barbadense 

 

Answer: (c) 

 

2. Consider the following statements: 

1. India ranks first in the world in cotton cultivation area. 

2. India ranks first in the world in cotton production. Which of the statements given above 

is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only (c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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Answer: (a) 

 

3. The Minimum Support Price for cotton is recommended by which of the following bodies? 

(a) Cotton Corporation of India (b) Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (c) Ministry of 

Textiles (d) TEXPROCIL 

 

Answer: (b) 

 

4. The "Kasturi Cotton Bharat" initiative is primarily aimed at: 

(a) Providing crop insurance to cotton farmers (b) Traceability, certification and branding of Indian 

cotton (c) Distributing Bt cotton seeds free of cost (d) Setting MSP for cotton 

 

Answer: (b) 

 

5. Which of the following pairs of state and cotton zone is correctly matched? 

(a) Telangana - Northern Zone (b) Gujarat - Southern Zone (c) Punjab - Northern Zone (d) 

Maharashtra - Southern Zone 

 

Answer: (c) 

Five key terms to remember 

1. Kapas – Unginned seed cotton, the raw form on which MSP is announced. 

2. Bt Cotton – Genetically modified cotton carrying Bacillus thuringiensis genes for bollworm 

resistance. 

3. Staple Length – The average fibre length of cotton, used to classify quality (short to extra-

long staple). 

4. Bale – The standard trade unit of cotton, equal to 170 kg. 

5. ELS Cotton – Extra Long Staple cotton, with fibre length of 32.5 mm and above, prized for 

premium textiles. 

 

Quick Q&A 

 

Q: Why is cotton called "white gold"? 

Because of its major role in employment, farmer livelihoods and foreign exchange earnings through 

textile exports. 

 

Q: What is the difference between MSP and market price? 

MSP is a guaranteed minimum price set by the government, while market price fluctuates based on 

demand and supply. Procurement agencies like CCI buy at MSP when market prices fall below it. 

 

Q: Why is Bt cotton controversial despite its benefits? 

While it reduced pest damage and insecticide use, concerns remain around seed costs, resistance 

development in pests over time, and regulatory approval processes for new GM traits. 
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US cotton forward export sales surge, current-season sales fall: USDA 
Fri. 31st July 2026, (Source: www.fibre2fashion.com/news) 

 

Insights 

US cotton export sales strengthened in the week ended July 23 as robust 2026-27 forward bookings 

offset weaker current-season demand. 

New-crop Upland cotton sales surged to 352,400 running bales (RB), led by Vietnam and India, while 

current-season sales fell to a marketing-year low of 29,700 RB. 

Strong forward demand supported ICE cotton futures. 

 

US cotton export sales delivered a stronger overall 

performance during the week ended July 23, as 

exceptionally robust forward bookings for the 2026-27 

marketing year outweighed weaker current-season 

demand. According to the USDA Weekly Export Sales 

Report, the surge in new-crop commitments reinforced 

confidence in US cotton demand and supported market 

sentiment. 

 

Net sales of Upland cotton for the 2025-26 marketing 

year totalled 29,700 RB (running bales, each weighing 

226.8 kg), down 42 per cent from the previous week and 41 per cent below the prior four-week 

average, marking a marketing-year low. Vietnam remained the largest buyer with purchases of 14,200 

RB, followed by Pakistan with 5,300 RB, India with 3,400 RB, China with 3,200 RB and Mexico 

with 2,500 RB. 

In contrast, new-crop Upland cotton sales for the 2026-27 marketing year surged to 352,400 RB, led 

by Vietnam with 245,500 RB, followed by India with 42,200 RB, Pakistan with 18,400 RB, Honduras 

with 17,700 RB and El Salvador with 13,800 RB. 

Upland cotton export shipments totalled 233,800 RB, down 15 per cent from the previous week and 

1 per cent below the prior four-week average. Vietnam was the leading destination with shipments of 

78,600 RB, followed by Pakistan, Indonesia, Türkiye and Mexico. 

Pima cotton sales remained modest. Net sales for the 2025-26 marketing year totalled 2,700 RB, 

while new-crop bookings reached 5,500 RB, led by Peru and India. Pima export shipments stood at 

4,500 RB, with India accounting for nearly the entire volume. 

The latest USDA data indicated that while near-term buying remained subdued, international mills 

stepped up purchases for the 2026-27 crop, particularly in Asia. The stronger-than-expected overall 

export sales, driven by exceptionally robust forward bookings, reinforced expectations of sustained 

demand for US cotton and provided a supportive backdrop for ICE cotton futures. 

------------- 

 

http://www.fibre2fashion.com/news
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